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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Justice David J. Bre&er House is a two-story frame
structure with an irregular floor plan. The exterior walls are
of horizontal wood siding. All doors and windows are enclosed
with wood sills, jambs, and lintels. All the windows are rather
tall, extending almost from floor to ceiling. A rubble stone
foundation supports the structure and defines the perimeter of
the original structure. Inspection of the west main entry with
its double doors and the ornate porch trim suggests that the
builder intended it to make a strong statement. The detailing
of the second story roof eaves repeats that of the porch and
the first story eave. This repetition serves to unite effectively
all roof lines and gives the viewer the impression of a well
thought out, well controlled design. Short gable windows and
a small cupola serve to light the attic space so that some use
would be possible. A minor second story addition to-the structure
appears quite stark in comparison to the subtle yet rich feeling
projected by the original structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The David J. Brewer House in Leavenworth was from about 1880 to
1889 the home of Kansas' most noted jurist. David Josiah Brewer, who
was born June 20, 1837, in Smyrna, Asia Minor, where his parents were
missionaries, was educated:-at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Con-
necticut, and graduated with honors from Yale University in 1856. He
then studied law in the office of his uncle, David Dudley Field, and
completed his studies at the Albany Law School in 1858. Brewer turned
down an offer to remain with his uncle's New York law firm and went
west, eventually located at Leavenworth on September 13, 1859.

Throughout his life David Brewer served his state and his country
in many capacities. He held various city and county offices, such as
president of the Leavenworth Board of Education, superintendent of
schools, county attorney, and judge of the probate and criminal courts.
An active promoter of public education, he became well known throughout
the state and in 1869 was elected president of the Kansas State Teachers
Association. Brewer served as judge of the Kansas First Judicial
District from 1865 to 1869 and as associate justice of the Supreme
Court of Kansas from 1870 to 1884. 1In 1884 Pres. Chester Arthur
appointed him judge of the United StatesEighth Circuit Court, and in
1889 Pres. Benjamin Harrison elevated him to the United States Supreme
Court. Brewer was the first Kansan to serve on the nation's highest
court and the second justice west of the Mississippi. (At the time
Brewer was appointed to the court, his uncle, Stephen J. Field, was
alsc an associate justice. It was the first uncle-nephew combination
in the court's history.) :

Brewer remained a Supreme Court justice until his death on March 28,
1910. During his tenure on the bench, he alsc served in other capaci-
ties. He was president of the Venezuelan Boundary Commission appointed
by President Cleveland in 1896 and a professor of law at George Washing-
ton University for several years. He was a gifted orator and in constant
demand as a public speaker. Brewer was an advocate of disarmament, an
opponent of colonial expansion and a firm believer in the use of arbitra-
tion to settle international disputes.

The David Brewer house is important because of the accomplishments
and significance of the man who lived there. Justice Brewer served for
more than 40 years in the courts of Kansas and the nation. His contri-
butions and influence in the field of law have not been surpassed by
any other Kansan.
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